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un “FLAG DAY" ON OCTOBER 25, 1955. The Austrian Federal AUSTRO-AMERICAN AGREEMENT ON ATOMIC ENERGY. 
* the Government has decided to designate October 25, 1955, as The Austrian Government, acting on a proposal of Foreign 
Ve 2 “Plage Day.’’ October 24 will mark the expiration of the Minister Figl, has approved an agreement with the United 
cher period provided by the State States relating to the peace- 
th reaty for the evacuation of ful utilization of atomic 
ter Austria by all occupation energy. The U.S. has al- 
Sting troops. In honor of this ready concluded _ similar 
yer’s event, the two houses of agreements with 23 nations, 
ral’ Parliament, the National including Switzerland. The 
rry’s ‘ouncil and the Federal draft form of the agreement 
Diet, will hold a joint ses- provides for a mutual ex- 
on October 25. On the change of information con- 
following day, Parliament cerning the construction and 
‘ill take up the new con- operation of research reac- 





titutional law on the neu- tors and their use in re- 


search, technical develop- 
ment and medical therapy. 

KREISKY COMMENTS ON 
AUSTRO-SOVIET TRADE 
AGREEMENT. In a comnent 
on the recently concluded 
trade negotiations between 
Austria and the Soviet 
Union, Undersecretary Bru- 
no Kreisky declared that the 
new agreement was con- 


ral status of Austria. 
CARDINAL INNITZER 
DIES. On October 9, 1955, 
rtly before his 80th birth- 
lay, Cardinal- Archbishop 
eodor Innitzer died of a 
heart attack at a private 
inic in Vienna. The body 
f the nrelate lay in state 
for three days in the Archi- 
iscopal Palace, where it 





viewed by the general cluded on the basis of 


equal rights, that it con- 
tains no provisions which 
are at variance with Aus- 
tria’s agreements with the 
Western European countries 
and thatittherefore involves 
no danger of Austria’s being 

the late Cardinal took reduced to the position of 
lace on October 14 and an economic satellite. The 


vere attended by the Presi- agreement, concluded for a 
lent, all of the members of Moser Dam and Drossen Dam Under Construction period of 5 years, includes 


public. The coffin was 
placed under a large picture 
f the crucifixion which had 
en badly damaged when 
» Nazi hordes stormed the 
palace in 1938. 
The funeral ceremonies 








Federal Government and (Spring 1955) overall lists of merchandise 

over 100,000 of the faithful. Burial took place in the for the first year which provide for a mutual exchange of 
Sishops’ Vault in the crypt of St. Stephen’s Cathedral. goods in the amount of 25 million dollars on each side. 

Dr. Franz Jachym, hitherto Archbishop Coadjutor, was In return, Russia has agreed to include a number of prod- 

ointed Vicar Capitular. (Continued on page 2) ucts which are of great importance to Austria: e.g., bitumi- 





nous coal, wheat, corn, asbestos, tin, tcc 


K APRUN: SYMBOL OF ECONOMIC RECONSTRUCTION ferrochrome, sulfur, flax, medicinal herbs, skins and furs. 
Special Supplement On Page 6 The principal items to be supplied by Austria are hydro- 








4 





October 22, 1955 


Austrian Information 


Page 2 





Diesel 
neers, lenses for eyeglasses etc. 
AUSTRIA JOINS IFC. In 


Minister of Kamitz, the 


turhines, Diesel locomotives, tugs, wool yarn, ve- 
with a_ proposal of 
Austrian Government has 
thet Austria will member of the Inter- 
Finance Corporation (IFC). This institution is to 


operate in close cooperation with the World Bank and to be 


accordance 
Finance 
decided become a 


national 


concerned primarily with the granting of loans which do not 
require state guarantees as well as with carrying on finan- 
cial operations in which the World Bank is not permitted by 


its statutes to engage, 


Cardinal Innitzer (Continued from page 1) 


Cardinal Innizter, the son of a textile worker, was born 
1875. Only at the age of 15, 
after he had already worked as a weaver’s apprentice, was 


in Weipert on December 28, 


he able, with the aid of a scholarship, to begin his studies. 
a priest in 1902, at St. Stephen’s Ca- 
Vienna, He 


He was ordained as 
thedral in then devoted himself to teaching at 
Faculty of Vienna University, three times 

jean ard in 1928-29 was appointed rector 
1929-30 he was a meniber of the 
Welfare. In 1932 Dr. Innitzer 
Archbishop of Vienna and in 1933 was elevated to 
the rank of Cardinal. 


the Theological 

held the office of 
of Vienna University. In 
Cabinet as Minister of Social 
became 


His guiding maxim was: ‘‘To serve in 


love.’’ 
OCCUPATION TROOPS HAVE EVACUATED AUSTRIA. 
Although the period provided in the Austrian State Treaty 
for the evacuation of alloccupation troops from Austrian ter- 
ritory expire until October 25, 1955, all of the 
have already withdrawn their 
troops At the present time there are only some 50 such 
soldiers left in the country and these are engaged either in 
the final liquidation of the installations previously used by 
their respective commands or in final negotiations relating 
to military transportation used in the evacuation. 
OCCUPATION FORCE WEAPONS FOR AUSTRIAN ARMY. 
Upon completion of his inspection trip through Austria for 
the purpose of selecting garrison sites for the Federal Army 
Chancellor Julius Raab declared that, as a start, 24,000 
men would be recruited for the army and that the ultimate 
numerical strength of the army would depend on the degree 
of fitness of the age groups called up for military service. 

The Chancellor also announced that all four of the 
former occupation powers will make weapons and military 
equipment available for the new Austrian Federal Army. 

General Arnold, former commander of the United States 
Forces in Austria(USFA), declared on the occasion of his 
departure from Austria that the United States had transferred 
40 million dollars’ worth of military equipment to Austria 
free of cost. This material, intended for the equipment of 
the new army, required 1,672 freight cars for its transfer to 
Camp MacCaulley near Linz. 

Following the conclusion of agreements with France 
and Great Britain concerning the transfer of military equip- 
ment, negotiations have been completed with the Soviet 


joes not 


former occupation powers 


Union whereby 20 aircraft,a number of tanks and other equip- 


ment would be made available to Austria. This materia] 
will be taken. over by an Austrian commission at Steina- 
manger and transported to Vienna in Austrian trains. 
HUNGARY AGAIN STRENGTHENING IRON CURTAIN. At 
various places along the Austro-Hungarian frontier, Hungari- 
an soldiers have been laying a new mined zone on Hungari- 
an territory east of the barbed-wire entanglement erected 
years back by the Hungarians along the entire length of the 
Austro-Hungarian frontier. The newly-laid mines are highly 
exnlosive and extremely sensitive with the result that there 
have been frequent explosions recently which greatly en- 
dangered the lives of Austrian citizens working on Austrian 
territory at distances of more than 300 feet from the exnlod- 
ing mines. 
RAAB STRESSES AUSTRIAN INTEREST IN GERMAN. 
SPEAKING SOUTH TYROLESE. In reply to a Parliamentary 
internellation as to whether the Federal Government is pre- 
pared to make representations to the Italian Government on 
the subject of the reneated violations of the Paris Agree- 
ment on South Tyrol and to demand a change in such prac- 
tices, Austrian Chancellor Julius Raab declared in part as 
follows: ‘‘The Federal Government continues to be of th: 
view that Austria, as a Signatory to the Paris Agreement of 
September 5, 1946, on South Tryol, is not only entitled but 
is also obligated, under the terms of this Treaty to pay at- 
tention to the interests of the German-speaking population 
of South Tryol and to the fulfilment by Italy of the Treaty 
provisions, in terms of their meaning as well as of their 
text ... In April 1954, the representatives of South Tryol 
submitted a memorandum to the Italian Government, calling 
attention to certain conditions which in the view of the 
South Tyrol representatives were not compatible with the pro 
visions of the Paris Agreement and with the promise to grant 
autonomy. Since that time the Federal Government has given 
repeated official expression to its justified interest in an 
examination of the complaints and wishes of the people of 
South Tyrol as well in the granting of appropriate relief. . 
The Federal Government will not fail in the future to con- 
tinue its vigorous attention to and renvresentation of the in- 
terests of the German-Speaking people of South Tryol.’’ 


AUSTRIAN SCHILLING 82% COVERED. In accordance with 
the new Statute for the National Bank, the Austrian National 
Bank on October 3, 1955, published a new monthly state- 
ment as of September 30. The new statement differs from 
its predecessors by going into much greater detail and. in 
including separate entries for all assets and liabilities. The 
new statement indicates that the gold reserves of the 
Austrian National Bank represent a value of 1,742 million 
schillings. The National Bank’s combined gold and foreign- 
exchange resources amount to 10.3 billion schillings, a fig 
ure representing over 82% coverage of the number of schill- 
ing banknotes in circulation. This means that the Austria! 
schilling is one of the hardest currencies in the world. 

WORLD BANK EXPERTS TO VISIT VIENNA. A committee 
of experts of the World Bank will arrive in Vienna on October 
25, 1955, for the purpose of examining a number of invest 
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in connection with a World Bank loan to 
Austria. The Austrian Government had requested the Bank 
some time ago to finance a number of investment projects 
ieveloped following the conclusion of the State Treaty, such 
financing to be on the basis of loans. The committee is 


expected to spend about one month in Vienna and to con- 


ern itself primarily with the preliminary work connected 
with the granting of investment loans to the formerly Soviet- 
enterprises (USIA plants) and to the electric 
wer industry. 


nfiscated 


AIR AGREEMENTS WITH 16 NATIONS. At the present time, 
\ustria has operative aviation agreements with the following 
tions: the United States, Belgium, Denmark, Yugoslavia, 
ixembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and Switzer- 
ind. An agreement with Israel has already been approved by 
the Federal Government and with Czechoslovakia negotia- 
ns relating to suchan agreement have now been concluded. 
Drafts of agreements on aviation have already 
hanged with the governments of Italy, Gt. Britain, Poland 
nd Western Germany. Negotiations with the Soviet Union 
i Similar nature are expected at the end of the year. 


been ex- 


14 AIRLINES USE VIENNA AIRPORT. At the present time 
planes of a total of 14 international airlines 
land at Schwechat Airport near Vienna. This field is also 

ed by the Pan American Airways and the Soviet Aeroflot 
line, which previously used the airfields at Tulln and Voes- 
iu, respectively. Aeroflot maintains a daily flight service 
etween Vienna and Moscow, via Budapest. 


short-range 


STOCKS UP ON VIENNA EXCHANGE. The Vienna Stock 
Exchange — — the only one of its kind in Austria — — has 
vercome the lethargy of post-war years. Saving has again 
become popular and attempts to establish a sound capital 
market are under way. The recently passed laws concerning 
the reconstruction of financing and insurance companies to- 
ether with the National Bank Law (the ‘‘Capital Market 
Laws’’) are of supreme importance in this matter. Great as- 
istance has been rendered by the present process of ‘‘stock 
evaluation’’ which will result in a uniform share value and 
by the pending compensation for nationalized enterprises in 
the return to normal stock exchange dealing. 

After a month-long upward trend in the spring of this 
year, the Vienna Stock Exchange suffered a slight decline 
luring the latter part of July, However, early August saw an 
increase in buying which not only compensated for the 
ground lost but resulted in peak prices. Frequently demands 

iid not be met by the available supply, causing the majori- 
ty of stocks to be listed with backlog orders. During early 
September, four of the 100-schilling shares were quoted at 
2000 schillings, fifteen at over 1000 schillings and four 
thers close to 1000 schillings. This current high level of 
the multiple issue value is largely caused by the fact that 
the original issuance of the shares by their respective corp- 
rations dates back to times of higher purchase value. 
Adoption to present-day standards and to the financial status 
of the issuing corporations is pending under the ‘‘Schilling- 
Eroffnungsbilanz’’ (Revaluation of Assets Law). 


DEVELOPMENT PLANS OF AUSTRIA PETROLEUM AD- 
MINISTRATION. Austrian oil production for the current 
year is expected to amount to3.5 million tons, a figure some- 
what higher than that for the previous year. For the time 
being, the Austrian Petroleum Administration is not attempt- 
ing to increase production. The purpose of its first invest- 
ments will be to make maximum industrial use of the natural 
gas present in Austria’s oil regions and to reduce to a mini- 
mum present losses in the amount of more than 100 million 
cubic meters of natural gas annually. The second point on 
the investment program provides for improving the quality of 
crude oil, for which purpose modern installations are to be 
built for eliminating the highest possible percentage of 
water from the crude oil. Consideration is also being given 
to the construction of a modern cracking plant, since the re- 
fineries are at the present time only partially equipped with 
cracking equipment and this is not sufficient to take care of 
modern requirements. The total capacity of the refineries is 
1.8 million tons of petroleum annually. The Austrian Petro- 
leum Administration is currently employing over 10,000 work- 
ers, but there is a shortage of scientifically trained person- 
nel, especially for the drilling and extracting operations. 


SILVER COINS BACK IN CIRCULATION. In honor of the 
reopening of the Vienna State Opera and the Buregtheater, 
the Austrian National Bank has issued silver coins for the 
first time since 1937. One side of the new 25-schilling coins 
shows the denomination, together with the coats-of-arms 
of the nine Provinces and the legend ‘‘Republic of Austria,’’ 
while the other pictures amuse with a lyre, emerging through 
a curtain which is drawn aside by t'vo female dancers. The 
second side bears the inscription: ‘‘Reconstruction of the 
Federal Theaters, 1955,’’ 

In mid-June 1955, a new series of 100-schilling bank- 
notes was issued, featuring the portrait of the Austrian poet 
Franz Grillparzer on the front side with a view of the Danube 


locality of Duernstein on the reverse. 


VIENNA RETURNS TO NORMAL PREWAR DIET. Recent 
surveys on the food consumption of the people of Vienna 
have shown that the consumption of wheat products, com- 
pared with the 408 pounds in 1947, has dropped to 291 lbs 
per capita. The drop in white flour consumption was in 
favor of rye bread. During the same neriod, the annual per 
181 to 130 lbs 
and that of pulses from 18 to 3.3 lbs. At the present time, 
the consumption of fats is again at the pre-war level, 


capita consumption of potatoes dropped from 


where- 
as that of milk‘ is showing a steady upward tendency, cur- 
rently amounting to 45 gallons per capita. 
capita quota for meat is 943 lbs. and that for fish 8.4 lbs. 
The current consumption of fruit is 78.7 lbs. and of sugar 
58.9 lbs. 
nroximately 390 lbs., while the annua! per capita 
eggs rose to 146. From these figures it can be seen that 
the high carbohydrate diet of the post-war years has been 
replaced by a more normal, balanced diet. 

DANUBE STEAMSHIP COMPANY HAS SPLENDID FLEET. 


The Danube Steamship Company (DDSG), whose confiscated 
assets have been repurchased from the Soviets at a price of 


The annual per 


Vegetable consumption in recent years was ap- 
number of 
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two million dollars, now has the following ships at its dis- 
8 passenger vessels, 32 tugs, 193 freight vessels and 
41 tankers. The DDSG shipyards at Linz are Now working on 
orders which will keep them busy until late summer, 1956. 
Until now, these yards have been working primarily on ex- 
port orders for Pakistan, Yugoslavia and Bulgaria. The com- 
pany’s 


posal 


Korneuburg shipyards are still busy with orders placed 
juring the period of Soviet administration. Under the terms 
of the Austrian-Soviet trade agreement, this installation will 
continue to carry out repairs and build new ships for the 
Soviet Union and will also keep the DDSG ships in operating 
condition. The company’s ship-building program also pro- 

vides for the construction of an ice-breaker for the use of 
the new Danube power plant at Ybbs-Persenbeug. The eem- 

pany into difficulties in the matter of 
Danube transit trade, since the various Soviet satellites on 

the river are compelled by lack of foreign exchange to trans- 

port freight only on their own ships. 

KLM INITIATES DIRECT VIENNA-NEW YORK AIR FREIGHT 
SERVICE. At the beginning of October KLM Dutch airlines 
initiated a direct air freight service between Vienna and 
New York eliminating any transhipment or transit opera- 
tions. In the event that there is sufficient freight, KLM is 

planning 


apprehends to run 


to intensify and increase this direct line of com- 
munication between Vienna and New York. 


U.S. TOURISTS SHOW GREAT INTEREST IN AUSTRIA. The 
of Austria by the occupation troops has given 
flow of American tourists to Austria. 
juring recent weeks for private trips and 
conducted tours to Austria in 1956 show that the number of 
persons who were previously afraid to travel in the former 
zone of Soviet occupation is considerably greater than had 


renerally been assumed, 


evacuation 
new impetus to the 


Bookings made 


INFLUX OF FOREIGN TOURISTS IN VIENNA. In August 
1955, a total of 61,371 foreign tourists visited Vienna, i.e. 
approximately 17,000 more than in August 1937, the last pre- 
war year. A striking fact is that the number of visitors from 
Italy, Switzerland, France and Germany has more 
than doubled compared to the pre-war period, whereas the 
percentage of tourists from the countries of South Eastern 
Furonpe is, on the average, less than 2% of the pre-war figure. 


Sweden, 


MIGRATION FROM FARMS A SERIOUS DANGER. The prob- 
lem of migration from the farms is beginning to assume in- 
creasingly dangerous proportions. In 1910, a total of 2,178,201 
persons were still engaged in agricultural occupations in the 
area which forms the present-day Republic of Austria. Today 
fewer than 1,500,000 are so engaged, although the population 
as a whole has increased by almost 300,000. The distribu- 
tion of farm workers according to sex presents an equally 
unfavorable picture: at the present time, 53% of the persons 
employed in agriculture are women, whereas 20 years ago 
55% were men. The most recent statistics show that a bal- 
ance can no longer be established between the pronounced 
migration of farm workers to non-agricultural trades and the 
relatively high birth rate of the rural population. 


AUSTRIA PRODUCES SOUNDING BOARDS FOR EXPORT 
Before Werld War Two, resonant boards of the type. used in 
manufacturing piano sounding boards were available only 
from Rumania. Now, however, Austria’s own forests are 
yielding enough wood of this kind-not only to meet domestic 
requirements but also for export. The leading European cus- 
tomers for these boards are Germany, England and Belgiun 
Sounding-board wood is taken from the trunks of pine trees 
over 100 years old which have grown very slowly at an alti- 
tude of at least 3,000 ft. and are completely free of knots. 
AUSTRIA TO PARTICIPATE IN 1958 WORLD EXHIBITION. 
The Austrian Chamber of Commerce has been charged with 
the organizational preparation and implementation of Austria’s 
participation in the World Exhibition to be held in Brussels 
in 1958. A committee of outstanding artists and snecialists 
has been appointed to consider the designs submitted for 
the Austrian pavillion and to assume responsibility for the 
details of the Austrian exhibit. 


INCREASING AUSTRIAN EXPORT TO INDIA. Austrian ex. 
ports to, India, which amounted to approximately 4 million 
dollars in 1953, will total 12 million dollars for 1955. The 
principal Austrian export articles involved are machinery and 
vehicles. Among other things, Austria is supplying the 
mechanical equipment for India’s Bhakra dam, the largest 
earth dam in the world. 

Work on the structural steel parts for the new Tigris 
bridge at Bagdad is also being completed in Austria at the 
present time. 


CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


“REBIRTH OF FREEDOM’’ TO BE PRESENTED ON 
NBC’'S ‘‘PROJECT 20’’. Henry Salomon, chief of the NBC 
Television Film Documentary Unit for which he produced 
‘Victory at Sea,’’ has left for Vienna where he will start 
work on a new film about the rebirth of Austrian independ- 
ence and the reopening of the Vienna State Opera House. Mr. 
Salomon will shoot the film in cooneration with the Austrian 
Government, the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra and the 
Vienna State Opera. 

The new film will be patterned after music associated 
with the State Opera, according to Mr. Salomon. ‘‘The con- 
tour of the show will follow the outline of Beethoven's 
‘Fidelio’’’ he said.‘‘Our theme will be the rebirth of freedom, 
but we will show the Austria of Strauss and of Mayerling, of 
Sarajevo and two great wars, of smiling Vienna and grim oc- 
cupation.’’ 

The documentary is tentatively scheduled for release 
in the Spring. 

DOCUMENTARY FILM ON NEW OPERA HOUSE COM 
PLETED. A documentary film entitled ‘‘The Vienna Opera 
1945-1955,’’ dealing with the reconstruction of the Vienna 
Opera House, was recently completed in the Austrian capi- 
tal. With a script by Harald Zusanek, the film runs for 20 








minutes and shows the progress of the Opera House from 
the smoking ruins of Spring 1945, to the magnificent rebuilt 
structure. 
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FINAL PERFORMANCE IN THE ‘‘THEATER AN DER 
WIEN.’ With a gala performance of Mozart’s ‘‘The Magic 
Flute’’ on October 3, 1955, the Vienna State Opera Company 
k leave of the ‘‘Theater an der Wien,’’ which has served 
is the temporary home of the company for the past ten years. 
This temporary occupancy started on October 9, 1945,with a 
performance of Beethoven’s ‘‘Fidelio.’’ Among the singers 
heard in the ‘‘Magic Flute’’ production were Irmgard Seefried, 
Erika Koeth, Erich Kunz, Emmy Loose, Ludwig Weber and 
;eorge London. 
VIENNA PHILHARMONIC TO VISIT JAPAN. The Vienna 
Philharmonic will make a three-week concert tour of Japan 
in April 1956. The concerts will probably be conducted by 
Paul Hindemith, 


PHILHARMONIC BALL TO BE HELD ON DAY OF OPERA 
OPENING. The Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra has decided 
to advance the date of its traditional ‘‘Philharmonic Ball,’’ 
which for many years has been a leading event in Vienna’s 
Carnival season, to November 5, 1955, in honor of the re- 
ypening of the Vienna State Opera taking place on that date. 
The ball will be held in the Musikverein auditorium. The 
jecision to change the date was made in response to the 
frequently expressed wish that the opening of the opera might 
e accompanied by a gala social event in Vienna. 


VIENNA OPERA BALLS TO BE RESUMED IN 1956 CARNI- 
VAL SEASON. The institution of the Vienna Opera Ball will 
be revived for the first time on February 9, 1956, in the new- 
ly restored Opera House on the Ringstrasse. While the new 
house was under construction, the special requirements of 
this representative ball, with its rich traditions, were taken 
into account. Previously, the opera balls were usually at- 
tended by over 5,000 persons. The main and adjacent stages 
1S well as the rehearsal rooms will be opened up to make the 
vallroom area and have been decorated with this in mind. 
Numerous inquiries have been received since the beginning of 
the year as to the exact date of the first opera ball and the 
first reservations for the event have already been made. 


WIELAND WAGNER TO PRODUCE OPERAS IN VIENNA. 
Kar! Boehm of the State Opera has invited Wieland Wagner 

produce his grandfather’s ‘‘Parsifal’’ and Carl Orff’s 
‘“Trionfi’’ at the Vienna State Opera. Both of these operas 
have been included in the repertory for the 1956-57 Season. 


JOERG DEMUS TO MAKE TOWN HALL DEBUT. Joerg 
Demus, the young pianist, is making his debut at Town Hall 
in New York on November 2, 1955. Demus has already ap- 





peared as a soloist in three continents. He studied compo- 
sition under Joseph Krips and has worked with Edwin 
Fischer and Yves Nat for a long period. ‘His Town Hall 
fogram includes works by Bach, Schubert, Schumann and 
esar Franck. 


OTTO-HAHN PRIZE TO LISE MEITNER. The Austrian nv- 
lear physicist, Lise Meitner, a resident of Stockholm, has 


been awarded the Otto-Hahn Prize given by the Union of 
erman Societies for Physics. 


STRONG INTERNATIONAL INTEREST IN VIENNA 
MOZART CONGRESS. The announcement that the Austrian 
Academy of Sciences would hold an International Mozart 
Congress in Vienna from June 3-9, 1956, immediately evoked 
great interest. Thus far, notification of intention to partici- 
pate has been received from 245 musicologists representing 
the following 18 countries: Egypt, Denmark, Germany, Bel- 
gium, England, France, Italy, Yugoslavia, Luxembourg, 
Norway, Portugal, the Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland, 
the Saar, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, and the Vatican City. 
AUSTRIAN HEADS HAVANA OPERA SCHOOL. The con- 
poser-conductor Paul Csonka, a native of Vienna, has found- 
ed an opera school and a chamber opera company in Havana. 
Before undertaking this venture, Csonka headed up the Opera 
School at Louisiana State University. 

FISCHER-DIESKAU AND SCHWARZKOPF AT THE 1956 
SALZBURG FESTIVAL. The baritone, Dietrich Fischer- 
Dieskau, will sing the role of Count Almaviva in ‘‘The Mar- 
riage of Figaro’’ at next year’s Salzburg Festival opposite 
Elizabeth Schwarzkopf as the Countess. The opera will be 
conducted by Karl Boehm, Director of the Vienna State 
Opera, who has invited Fischer-Dieskau to 
Vienna State Opera in January or February. 
NEWS FROM THE THEATER.Graz: The Graz Kammersniele 
will stage Ben Johnson’s comedy ‘‘Volpone’’ as adapted by 
Stefan Zweig, andR.F. Delderfield’s ‘‘Die Gartenmauer’”’ for 
its first premieres of the season. Franz Werfel’s adaptation 
of Eurinides’ ‘‘Women of Troy’’ will be performed on the 
anniversary of Werfel’s death. 

Linz: Last month, the Upper Austrian Provincial Theat- 
er presented Franz Puehringer’s ‘‘Abel Hradschek and his 
Wife,’’ a first performance. Other premieres in the Linz re- 
petoire include ‘‘Der Salzmarsch’’ by Kurt Becsi and ‘‘Die 
seltsamen Wege des Herrn Pilatus’’ by Graber. 

Innsbruck: A new play by Georg Fraser, ‘‘Gericht in 
Mantua,’’»will be performed in late October in celebration 
of the 110th anniversary of the Tyrol Provincial Theater. It 
will be produced by the theater’s manager, Karl Goritschan. 
The ‘‘Theater in Voralberg’’ will give the 
first performance in Austria of Francois Mauriac’s ‘‘Keiner 
wird genug geliebt.’’ J.B. Priestley’s ‘‘Drachenmaul’’ and 
Edzard Scharper’s ‘‘Um die neunte Stunde’’ are scheduled 
for performance by the theater’s studio. 


FILM NEWS FROM AUSTRIA. The Wessely Film Company 
is currently completing work at the Vienna Rosenhuegel 
studios on ‘‘Die Wirtin zur Goldenen Krone,’’ a new pro- 
duction being filmed in AGFA-color under the direction of 
Theo Lingen and featuring Paula Wessely in a dual role. 

In the same studio, a film ‘‘Fidelio’’ is being produced 
under the direction of Professor Walter Felsenstein. The 
participating actors include Claude Nollier, Hannes Schieh] 
and Walter Gross, Among the singers are Magda Laszlo, 
Richard Holm, Heinz Rehfuss, Walter Poell, Sonja Schoener 
and Georg Wieter. Fritz Lehmann is directing the musical 
part of the film and the camera work is in the hands of 
Nikolas Hayer. 


sing at the 


Bregenz: 








October 22, 1955 


Austrian Information 





Page § 








“*Night’’. 


symbolizing a phase of the night 


Johanna Schildo: 


Pac h 


4 static composition of three 


fugures, 
MODERN TAPESTRIES FROM VIENNA. An exhibition of 
tapestries by the Austrian artists Johanna Schidlo 
urrently being shown at the Swetzoff Gal- 


modern 
and Fritz Riedl is « 


lery in Boston. 


The figured tapestry woven by the artist who designed 
it represents a new form of art and differs fundamentally 
from the traditional Gobelin in that it is unmistakably an 
riginal piece of work, as is a drawing or a painting. In the 
case of the manufactured Gobelin, only the sketch is the work 
of the artist; the complete design of the Gobelin to be woven 
is the work of a tapestry cartoonist and yet a third person is 
involved in the finished tapestry —— the weaver. 

Johanna Schidlo and Fritz Ried! are two artists who have 
chosen the weaving of figured tapestries as their means of 


expres Johanna Schidlo studied at the Vienna Academy 
of Fine Arts Her very personal 
ieveloped from the fantastic and figurative + to the 
The of her 
peopled by symbolic fig- 


sion 
under Professor Guetersloh. 
etyle has 
completely nonrepresentational. 

latest again 
ire Fritz Riedl, likewise a pupil of Guetersloh, painted 


compositions 
creative period are 
in a hard, expressionistic manner after the war, using much 
color to express an intensity of feeling ranging in mood from 


irony to sentimentality His present-day work radiates the 


same passionate feeling for everything that is real. 


AUSTRIAN FILM RECEIVES AWARD IN VENICE. The doc- 


umentary ‘‘Omaru,’’ directed for Wien-Film by Albert Quend- 


ler, was awarded a silver bowl prize at the Venice Interna- 
The film concerns the last African 


expedition of Ernst A. Zwilling and was shot in Africa. 


tional Film Festival 





KAPRUN: SYMBOL OF EC 


In Austria, Kaprun is not just the name of a hydroelectric 
plant somewhere in the Alps: it is the largest single project 
in the reconstruction program of the Austrian economy during 
the period between the end of World War Two, in 1945, and 
the complete liberation of the country in 1955. 

Kaprun is symbolic of Austrian economic reconstruction 


which, in spite of the burdens imposed by ten years of occu- 


‘ONOMIC RECONSTRUCTION 


an 


VIENNA ACADEMY CHORUS EXTENDS AMERICAN TOuR 
TO CANADA. The Vienna Academy Chorus, which has beer 
in the United States since the end of September, is currently 
continuing its very successful tour with a series of con. 
certs in Nebraska, South Dakota, and North Dakota. 
leaving the U.S., the Chorus will extend its tour to appear 
in Canada. The picture shows the Chorus rehearsing wit! 
its conductor, Dr. Guenther Theuring, after its arrival] in 
the United States. 


After 





ACTIVITY OF THE AUSTRO-AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF 
EDUCATION IN VIENNA. The Austro-American Institute of 
Education in Vienna has substantially increased the scope 
of its program for 1955-56. During the current season, it wil 
organize a total of 50 courses, including 5 for children and 
young people, 19 for adults, 4 special courses, 9 seminars 
and workshops, 5 research programs, 5 regular social pro 
grams and 3 special programs for Americans. 


— 





pation by the four Big Powers, has achieved a unique record 
full employment, doubled productive capacity, 82% backing 0! 
the national currency and — Kaprun. 


The name ‘‘Kaprun’’ covers a hydroelectric installatio 
made up of a large number of retaining dams, reservoirs 
powerhouses, tunnels, pipe lines etc. Briefly summarize‘, 
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he idea behind the power plant is this: water from the 
-now of the Grossglockner massif (11,056 ft.) and of the 
Pasterze, the largest glacier in the Austrian Alps, is col- 
lected in a reservoir south of the Mountain Range. For this 
ourpose, a valley at the end of the Pasterze is closed off by 
two masonry dams (the Moell Dam and the Margaritzen Dam) 
reating an artificial lake, the Margaritze Reservoir. The 
water collected in this reservoir will be conveyed under the 
mountain massif through a tunnel over 7.0 miles long and 
situated 6,560 ft. above sea level, to the floor of the valley 
known as the ‘‘Moserboden,’’ which has also been trans- 
into a reservoir (The Moserboden’ Reservoir) by 
means of two masonry dams (the Drossen Dam and the Moser 
Dam). The waters from the northern side of the Tauern mas- 
sif also flow into this reservoir, from which the water falls 
1,312 ft. through a pipe line to the level of a third reservoir 
the Limberg Reservoir) where for the first time it is used 
to generate electric power. From the Limberg Reservoir the 
water is conveyed through a 5-% mile tunnel and falls ap- 
proximately 2,000 ft. downward to another powerhouse, where 
it is used a second time for power generation. This does not 
the picture, however. As is well known, power 
plants operating on river water produce the same amounts of 
current day and night. Since, however, the demand for current 
at night is much less than during the day, Austria has a 
large amount of very cheap night power at her disposal. This 
night power — which does not come from Kaprun but from the 
river power plants — is used during the night to pump water 
from the Limberg Reservoir through special pipe lines back 
1,300 ft. higher, thereby 
making it available a third time for power generation. This 
uward pumping of the water is carried out with special 
pumping installations which are manufactured in Austria and 
are the largest of their kind in the world. 


formed 


The Reason for Building Storage Power Plants 
Kaprun is a classic example of a storage power plant. 
The construction of power plants of this type is much more 
expensive than that of river power plants. The latter have 
the disadvantage, however, of always producing the same 
amount of power, regardless of demand. Storage power plants, 


m the other hand, are able to store the water — in other 
words, the energy — and thus have the function of meeting 
what is known as the ‘‘peak demand’’ for power. Such peaks 


cur with a certain degree of regularity at certain times of 
lay and year and cannot be met by the river power plants. 

All of Austria’s power plants, including the storage, 
liver and thermal types, are combined into a network and 
olntly cover the country’s total requirements. In the event 
that the demand is such as to exceed the power supplied by 
the river and thermal power plants on a continuous basis, the 
Storage power plants are then switched in so that they will 
cover the peak requirements. 

In addition to daily and seasonal peaks, there is also an 
“annual peak,’’ due to the fact that in the spring and summer 
~ Mainly as a result of the melting of the snow and the gla- 
clers — as much as ten times more water accumulates than 
luring the winter. The function of the Kaprun power plant is 





Moser and Drossen Dams Under Construction (1954) with 
Moserboden and Limberg Reservoirs 

to store the huge quantities of water obtained during the 
spring and summer for the water-short winter season. During 
the summer an average of 7.5 billion cu. ft. of water flows 
into the reservoirs of the Kaprun plant, of which only 1.5 
billion is for power generation, the remainder being stored 
for the winter season. Since during the winter season itself, 
1.08 billion cu.ft. flowinto its storage facilities, Kaprun has a 
total of 7.16 billion cu. ft. of water available for generating 
power during the winter months. This amount can be in- 
creased by drawing on the surplus power of the river plants 
pumped upward in the manner described above. Kaprun has 
a total drainage area of 48 sq. miles, which furnishes a total 
of about 8.5 billion cu. ft. over a year’s period. 

In keeping with its function as a storage power plant, 
Kaprun generates three-quarters of its power during the 
winter and only one-quarter during the summer. Leaving 
aside the factor of the pumping installation, the upper part 
of the plant (at the foot of a hydraulic height of approximate- 
ly 1,312 ft.) supplies 150 million KWH annually and the 
lower plant (at the foot of a hydraulic height of approximately 
1,968 ft.) 465 million KWH. By switching on the pumping 
installation, this annual capacity of 615 million KWH can be 
increased to 815-825 million KWH annually. The mechanical 
output of the upper power plant is 112,000 KW and that of the 
lower one 220,000 KW., i.e. a total of 332,000 KW. 

Five Walls — 53 Million Cubic Feet of Water 

The tremendous proportions of the construction work at 
Kaprun can best be visualized from the following comparative 
figures: Austria has 21 retaining dams for storage power 
plants whose height is over 100 ft. These 21 dams have a 
total volume of 91,800,000 cu. ft. Of this amount, 53,300,000 
are accounted for by the five retaining dams at Kaprun. The 
amount of water retained by these dams would be enough to 
fill all the bathtubs in the United States 7 or 8 times and 
exerts a pressure of 140 lbs. per sq. inch. 

Relatively speaking, the Margaritze Reservoir was the 
easiest to construct. This unit has a volume of 141 million 
cu. ft. and is situated 6,560 ft. above sea level. This artificial 
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lake was formed by means of the two masonry dams, the 
Moel Dam (300 ft. high) and the Margaritze Dam (130 ft. 
high), each of which is 560 ft. long and each of which has a 
volume of 1,215,000 cu. ft. The Moser Dam and the Drossen 
Dam form the Moserboden reservoir, with a capacity of 3,000 
million cubic meters and also at 6,560 ft. above sea level. 
The Moser Dam has a wall volume of 22.6 million cu. ft. and 
the Drossen Dam of 11.8 million cu. ft. These dams are 300 
and 330 ft. high, respectively. A particularly interesting 
feature of these two artificial barrages is that they are con- 
nected by a natural mountain barrier which towers up approx- 
imately 650 ft. in the middle of the Moserboden Valley and 
which constitutes a natural dam across the valley. The 
Limberg Reservoir also has a capacity of 3,000 million cu. 
ft. and is situated 5,250 ft. above sea level. The volume of 
the dam wall is 15.5 million cu, ft. and its height is 400 ft. 
Highways, Elevators, Cableways, Tunnels... 

The tremendous construction work on the now completed 
power plant of course made provision of transportation facili- 
ties immediately necessary in order to make the entire area 
Numerous auxiliary installations, among others 
a subsidiary railroad 4.5 miles in length, had to be 
constructed for the purpose of transporting materials to 
Kaprun. It was also necessary to build 9 miles of highway 
Between the highest and lowest part of this 
highway — the average rise of which is 1 in 8-3 — there is a 
height difference of approximately 2,700 ft. In order to trans- 
port number of inclined elevators was 
built, some of them with inclines 1 in 1. A total of 2.5 miles 


accessible. 


line, 
in the 


area. 


materials, a large 


— 


of such elevator units were constructed, some of them cap. 
able of transporting up to 60 tons. Another 13.5 miles of 
cableways were provided for conveying cement, grave! an 
other material. Approximately 18 miles of water tunnels wer; 
bored through the mountains, in widths varying between 95 
and 11.5 ft. At each of the construction sites there were 
concrete-mixing installations (manufactured by the Johnson 
Co., U.S.A.) with a capacity for producing 12 different types 





of cement simultaneously. These units are capable of pro 
ducing 243,000 cu. ft. of fresh cement per day. 


Determination of the total cost of the installation as , 
whole is difficult inasmuch as there were a number of cur. 
rency reforms in Austria during the preparatory period and! 
still another during the period of actual construction. Ther: 
were also various changes in the rate of exchange between 
the schilling and the dollar during this period. However, 
the total costs are estimated at between 85-95 million dol- 
lars, 50 million of which originate with ERP aid. 

It is only natural that construction at these altitudes 
involves dangers of a special type, e.g. snowslides, land- 
slides and rock slides in the tunnel construction work. In 
spite of every conceivable safety measure, the Kaprun pro 
ject cost the lives of 135 workers. 

Of the approximately 4,000 workers who were employed 
for years at Kaprun, only 300 are now working at the project 





and these are engaged in maintenance. The great majority of 
the former Kaprun workers have already found new jobs ona 
construction project only a few miles away — the new Sal- 
zach river power plant near Schwarzach. 
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